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MESSAGE FROM THE 

Shire President 

                          PRESIDENT’S REPORT JUNE 2023 

 
On a trip to Perth on Wednesday 7 June the ACEO visited the offices of Beilby, Downing, Teal and met with the Con-
sultant who will be assisting Council with the CEO recruitment where we discussed the process prior to engaging 
with the Committee. 
 
The ACEO and I went to the Battye Library in Perth to speak to the Staff and seek information on Niagara Dam and 
reserve.  Of particular interest was a discussion with Dr Michael O’Connor, Digital Programs Officer, State Records 
Office of WA, with an overview of how to approach research on a particular subject. 
 
On Monday 12 June, along with Crs Warner, Dwyer and the ACEO we flew from Kalgoorlie via Perth and Sydney to 
Canberra to attend the Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly that was held at the 
National Convention Centre.  Crs Sudhir and I Baird arrived from Melbourne later that night. 
 
At the opening Ceremony, the Federal Minister Catherine King, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional De-
velopment and Local Government spoke on those topics in her portfolio.  Following the ALGA President, Linda 
Scott’s address, the Guest Speaker was announced, His Excellency Vasyl Myroshnychenko, Ambassador of Ukraine 
who had returned to Australia from spending the last month in Ukraine.  He expressed great gratitude on behalf of 
the people and Government of Ukraine in the support, both aid and humanitarian by the Australian Community 
and Federal Government in the ongoing conflict.  His talk was very well received by those in attendance.  An ad-
dress was then delivered by the Honourable Peter Dutton MP, Leader of the Opposition. 
 
Councillors viewed the exhibition and display and then did a field trip on the Light Rail System from the main sta-
tion to the end and return to the station near the Hotel where we all resided.  At 5pm we attended Rick Wilson 
MLA Office in Parliament House for refreshments, along with other Local Governments in Rick’s electorate of 
O’Connor, attending the National General Assembly. 
 
Councillors and the ACEO attended a Buffet Dinner, with entertainment and Trivia Quiz, back at the Convention 
Centre in the evening. 
 
Thursday morning Councillors heard from a panel, a conversation about The Voice, four people speaking for The 
Voice.  Courtesy of Rick Wilson MLA limited tickets for the public gallery for question time in Parliament were uti-
lised by Councillors for attendance at 2pm. 
 
All Councillors and the ACEO attended a free dinner in the Great Hall at Parliament House that evening at which the 
Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese and Minister for Indigenous Australians, Linda Burney, were announced as Spe-
cial Guests.  Both guests spoke at length about supporting The Voice in the upcoming referendum later in the year. 
 
All Councillors and the ACEO flew out of Canberra on Friday (at various times) to Melbourne, Perth and arriving in 
Kalgoorlie.  ACEO remained in Perth until Monday. 
 
I attended the Briefing Session on Thursday 22 June via video conference.  



MESSAGE FROM THE 

CEO 

Conference Attendance in Canberra a Success 
 
Councillors G Dwyer, J Dyer, S Sudhir. I Baird and P Warner, along with the Act-
ing CEO  
attended an Australian Local Government Association congress in Canberra from  
12 to 16 June. 
 
The Annual Congress brings local government representatives from the whole of 
Australia to  
discuss issues of national importance to local government. Over 1,000 delegates 
attended to hear various Federal Ministers (including the Prime Minister) give 
presentations. 
 
One of the main (and consistent) messages was that the Federal Government saw 
local government as a ‘trusted partner’ for the delivery of services. This is a posi-
tive message as it is a good indicator that grant funding will continue to be forth-
coming to local government. 
 
Another consistent message was that the financial sustainability for local govern-
ment was the biggest issue that kept local government elected representatives 
and CEOs awake at night. Although the Shire of Menzies isn’t threatened by finan-
cial sustainability, councillors are nevertheless aware that this may not always be 
the case and financial oversight and prudence is crucial t our ongoing prosperity. 
 
One example given was that of the Borough of Woking in the UK which recently 
needed to be rescued financially after achieving a financial deficit of 1.2 billion 
pounds. In an environment of reduced central government funding in the UK, it is 
good to know that the Australian Government has committed to working with local 
government. 
 
An interesting talk was given by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sally Capp, who 
spoke about the future of the workforce in local government. It is no secret that it 
can be hard to recruit in remote locations like Menzies and this has already been 
acknowledged in the Shire’s Workforce Plan. However, this phenomenon is Aus-
tralia wide. As an aside, the shire has recently welcomed two new employees, Joel 
Bone and Sean McGay to our ‘family’, in the positions of Building Maintenance Of-
ficer and Community Development Manager respectively. Both are doing brilliantly 
and we are indeed blessed to attract such high level applicants to Menzies. 
 
The Lord Mayor said that if it was difficult to attract the right staff we should all 
try and ‘grow’ them from within. Our Chief Financial Officer, Kristy, who until re-
cently was our Senior Finance Officer, was ‘grown’ from within and has already 
finished off our annual accounts and is proceeding professionally and competently 
on our budget for 2023/24. 
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A lot of time at the Congress was spent on disaster recovery which has affected so 
many people right across Australia. Also, time was spent on cybersecurity which 
has become a huge problem world-wide. The issues of climate change and the 
Voice to Parliament referendum also received a lot coverage. 
 
All councillors had the opportunity to attend question time and to also enjoy the 
hospitality of Federal Member Rick Wilson MP. 
 
The Congress should be seen as a success. Councillors (and CEOs) need to be pre-
pared to see how others are doing things and to find out what might work and 
what hasn’t worked. In fact, former Minister Darren Chester said just that. He not-
ed that by coming to the Congress there existed an opportunity to find solutions to 
problems as it would be very unusual for one particular local authority to have a 
unique problem. He said that for every eight problems, somebody somewhere 
would already have solved five of them. 
 



SHIRE 

Updates 

Ordinary Meetings of  the Council 2023 

The public is advised that pursuant to Regulation 12(1)(a) of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 

1996, the following dates, times, and locations have been approved by the Council for Ordinary Council 

Meetings for the period ending 31 December 2023. 

Date Time Location 

Thursday 27 July  1 pm Menzies 

Thursday 31 August  1 pm Menzies 

Thursday 28 September  1 pm Tjuntjuntjara 

Thursday 26 October  1 pm Menzies 

Thursday 30 November  1 pm Menzies 

Thursday 21 December  1 pm Menzies 

Audit and Risk Committee Meetings 2023 

The following dates and locations have been approved by the Council for Audit and Risk Committee Meetings 

for 2023. 

Date Time Location 

Thursday 21 September  11 am Menzies 

Thursday 14 December  11 am Menzies 

Council meetings are open to the public, except when stated, and prior notice will be given of any Special or 

Committee Meetings that are called. 

Robert Stewart — Acting Chief Executive Officer 















Letter to the Editor  
 

Letters will be published as space permits and may have to be edited. So if you have 
something on your mind, write a letter to the Editor and we will do our best to publish it. 
If the letter is about the Council, we will do our best to respond in the same edition if time 
allows.  

Letter To the Editor; 27th June 2023 
 
We are fortunate to be able to send a letter to the editor or type our opinions or even criticize the 
government of the day without being arrested and sent to jail. We have freedom of the press to 
answer appeals from the Shire’s staff when they request advice from the community. 
As you all know, I’m a newcomer to Menzies and it is always the newcomers that inspire changes 
for the better.  
I hope to make a difference for a very good reason. I would like my wife to be here with me, but 
she only stayed a week before I had to send her home. Speaking to my neighbor, Hans. He told me 
the same story about his wife.  
  



Letter to the Editor  
 

Not all agree with these thoughts. I have been told by a few long-term residents that they like the way 
Menzies is now with all the dilapidated buildings and broken-down vehicles everywhere. The fear is that 
any increase in population will bring undesirables of society and I agree. I don’t consider that I’m an un-
desirable and the same goes for the Markhams, we are newcomers with the best of intentions. 
 
Are any of you aware that in the Shire’s Corporate Plan it is typed that the Shire has a commitment to 
establish a Vibrant Community. To achieve a Vibrant Community is a challenge and there is no single ac-
tion, but many.  
 
The creation of the Community Hall and Garden Project is one of many actions that will help to create a 
Vibrant Community. 
  
I have been told that there used to be Saturday Night Dances. Would there be someone within our com-
munity to take this on?  We probably need dancing classes instead before we have dances.    
 
Every one of us lives a compromise life that is forced upon us due to one single fact, that the Town of 
Menzies is underpopulated. All of us must travel to Kalgoorlie or Leonora often to purchase what we 
need to fill our pantries and hardware for our projects. This compromise adds to the cost of living in 
Menzies. Should there be businesses in Menzies who take the risk we all should patronize them with our 
support, or they will disappear. 
 
Businesses need a minimum number of customers to survive. In Menzies businesses must rely on pass-
ing trade to exist and they have. I have been told that the Roadhouse was a successful business in the 
past due to passing trade and customers had to queue to be served.  
 
We have all witnessed the success of the Hotel since the management was taken over by Dave, Sue, Ja-
cob & Rob. Let it be recorded that the Hotel to be properly managed needs more than just the proprie-
tor. 
 
I have met most of you and by now you may realize that I have a wild imagination and vision of what can 
be done.  I have a plan of what should be done in order and that plan has commenced for the benefit of 
our community. I just hope that when the time comes for volunteers that you will all rally. This will be a 
chance to get out and about and socialize with the rest of the community and become united. 
 
Whether we like it or not we are all in this boat together and we must be rowing the same way, all in 

unison and steered to success by whoever is at the helm.    Roy Parfitt 

“What do others feel about Mr Parfitt’s comments?  
We’d love to hear, so drop us a line.” — Editor 
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Save the date 26 August 2023  7.00pm 
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COMMUNITY News & Updates 

Join us in Welcoming Our New Building Maintenance Officer and His Family! 
The Shire of Menzies is delighted to extend a warm welcome to Joel Bone, 
our newest member of the team, along with his wonderful family. With this 
exciting addition we are strengthening our commitment to providing excep-

tional facilities and services to the community which we proudly serve. 
As Building Maintenance Officer, Joel brings a wealth of experience and expertise to our team. 

We are confident that his expertise and passion for his work will enhance the 

overall experience for all those who interacts with our organisation. 

Kristie Tucker for 3 July  
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PHOTOS OF THE 

Menzies NAIDOC Day 
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Call 08 9080 4370 for Community Nurse 
 
 

EMERGENCY 
24 HOURS - CALL 000 
POISON INFORMATION 
24 HOURS - CALL 13 11 26 

 
 
 
If Centre unattended & in need of  
immediate health advice 
24 HOURS HOTLINE - CALL 1800 022 222 

Date Time 

Wednesday 7 June 9.30am 

Wednesday 5 July  9.30am  

Wednesday 2 August 9.30am 
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FREE DELIVERY SERVICE TO MENZIES 
 
Phone, fax or email your scripts / order to Leonora 
Pharmacy direct or ask at the Visitor Information Cen-
tre to fax your scripts / order through to the pharmacy 
(this includes non  
prescription items). 
 
Collect and pay for your order at the Menzies Visitor  
Information Centre after 2pm the following day. 
 
LEONORA PHARMACY RESPECTS YOUR RIGHTS  
TO PRIVACY 
 
Please be assured that all prescription and non-
prescription items will be sent in a sealed bag. 
 
Leonora Pharmacy Phone: (08)9037 6820 
Email: leonorapharmacy@iinet.net.au 
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Caravan and Camping 

The Menzies Caravan Park is conveniently located 
next to the Visitor Centre which is also the booking 
agent. Entry via Brown Street Menzies. 
Modern amenities including twenty six powered 
sites, 6 unpowered sites, two self contained cabins 
one having disabled facilities, two ablution blocks, 
disabled access ablution and Camp Kitchen .  
 
There is a black water dump point within the park 
and pets are welcome but must be on a lead at all 
times.  
 
For bookings and enquiries call 08 9024 2702 
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm all other 
hours call our caretaker 0473 633 149 or Email 
cso@menzies.wa.gov.au or 
bookings@menzies.wa.gov.au 
 
Free camping sites are provided by the shire of 
Menzies at Lake Ballard (51kms West of Menzies) 
and Niagara Dam (65kms North East of  Menzies) 
Facilities at these sites include toilets, BBQs and 

rubbish bins. Non potable water is provided at Lake  
Ballard. 
 
Please  respect these facilities and put  rubbish in 
the bins provided, and use facilities for the purpose 
they are  intended. 
 
TRAVELLING WITH PETS 
Please be aware that there are regular aerial drops 
of 1080 prison baits in the Goldfields area in 
attempt to combat feral animals. 
Please use caution and take care when in these 
areas. 
 
AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR  
Located on Shenton Street outside of the 
Community Resource Centre . 



Located at the corner of Shenton and Brown 
Streets Menzies is your local access point  
offering a range of services. 
 
Opening hours Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 4.30pm  
 
Call us today on (08) 9024 2702 
Or email: cso@menzies.wa.gov.au 

Menzies Community Resource Centre 

1080 BAITING in this area is a risk to domestic pets 

Using 1080 poison are carried out across Western 
Australian, including this area, and are aimed at 
controlling wild dogs, feral cats, feral pigs, foxes 
and rabbits. The poison baits remain toxic for 
many months. You need to excise caution. Do-
mestic pets should be kept close and under con-
trol at all times. Owners may consider the use of 
leads and muzzles for their domestic pets. 
 
DO NOT RELY ON WARNING SIGNS 
WARNING SIGNS ARE PLACED WHERE  
APPLLICABLE HOWEVER THEY MEY BE  
DAMAGED, REMOVED, VANDALISED OR  
DESTROYED. 
 
1080 baiting is part of an integrated pest manage-
ment program protecting livestock from death 

and injury reducing the 
impact on pastoral and 
agricultural production, 
and helping to preserve 
the unique flora and fau-
na of WA. Baits are not 
intentionally laid in pub-
lic areas such as road 
reserves, parking bays, 
rest stops or roadhouses 
however can be inad-
vertently moved into 
these areas by animals  
and birds. 
 
1080 is an  S7 Poison 
 

Services Include: 
•Visitor Information  
•Public Library 
•Community Postal Agency 
•StarTrack Courier  
•Toll Freight Line Agency 
•Free Government Access Point 
•Internet Access Point  
•Conference and Meeting Room Hire  
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Express Time 

Kalgoorlie Railway Station 10am 

Kalgoorlie Visitor Centre 10:15 am 

Menzies 11:40 am 

Kooynie Turnoff 12:05 pm 

Leonora - arrive 12:45pm 

Leonora - depart 1:00 pm 

Murrin Murrin Turnoff 1:45 pm 

Mt Morgan Turnoff 1:55 pm 

Laverton 2:30 pm 

Kalgoorlie to Laverton Laverton to Kalgoorlie 

Express Time 

Laverton 10am 

Mt Morgan Turnoff 10:30 am 

Murrin Murrin Turnoff 10:40 am 

Leonora - arrive 11:15 am 

Leonora - depart 11:30 am 

Kooynie Turnoff 12:00 pm 

Menzies 12:30 pm 

Kalgoorlie 2:00 pm 

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 1800 620 440 or (08) 8982 6000 
PURCHASE TICKET ONLINE www.goldrushtours.com.au 

GRT EXPRESS TIMETABLE 
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MENZIES MATTERS deadlines for publication 

If you have anything you would like to have included in the MENZIES MATTERS please contact Debbie Pianto at 

the Menzies Visitor Centre on 9024 2702 or email to cso@menzies.wa.gov.au 

The deadline for each month is the LAST DAY OF THE MONTH 

General Information notices are welcome, as are notification of the upcoming local events. 

If you have recipes, gardening tips or ideas for any other page are all welcomed. 

 

The Menzies Maters is available online through the Shire’s website and Facebook page.  

Hardcopy are  distributed at the  Admin Office reception, CRC reception, Kookynie Hotel, Menzies Hotel, Donna’s 

Diner, andin every private mail box at the Post Office. 

The Shire also sends an electronic copy to community members who request to received through their personal 

email. If you would like to receive a electronic copy please email cso@menzies.wa.gov.au. 
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If someone in your family or someone you 

care for is celebrating a birthday, we 

would love to share your special birthday 

message.  

Please send to cso@menzies.wa.gov.au or 

come and see us at the CRC and we’ll do 

our best to publish them and help make 

their day! 

UNLEADED & DIESEL FUEL 

are now available in the  

Menzies Town Centre 

SELF-SERVE via pre-paid debit / credit card 
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Events Calendar 
July 2023 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Kristie Tuckers 
Birthday  

Tech related issues  
5pm to 6pm with 
Sean at the Youth 
Centre 

     

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 Tech related issues  
5pm to 6pm with 
Sean at the Youth 
Centre 

     

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 Tech related issues  
5pm to 6pm with 
Sean at the Youth 
Centre 

  Breast Screening in 
Leonora  

Breast Screening in 
Leonora  

Breast Screening in 
Leonora  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Breast Screening in 
Leonora  

Tech related issues  
5pm to 6pm with 
Sean at the Youth 
Centre 

 Ordinary 
Council 
meeting  

   

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

       

 


