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MINUTES
 

 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 13 APRIL 2007, AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MENZIES 

 


COMMENCING AT 9.00 am
1
DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS
The Shire President welcomed all elected members and declared the meeting open at 9.00 am.
He also extended a warm welcome to the visitors.
2
RECORD OF ATTENDANCE / APOPOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED

Present:

Cr S Tonkin


Shire President 





Cr A Kelly


Deputy President

Cr I Tucker


Member





Cr J Dwyer


Member

Staff:


Mr P Crawford

Chief Executive Officer

Mr B Pepper 


Deputy Chief Executive 



Officer

Apologies

Cr I McGregor


Member
Cr Paul Kennedy submitted a letter advising of his resignation from Council as he was unable to attend past and future meetings due to work commitments. 

Leave of Absence
Nil

Visitors
Ms Helen Siever

Goongarrie resident

Mr Josh Ledger

Goongarrie resident

3
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Ms Helen Siever and Mr Josh Ledger thanked Council for the support they had received during their stay at Goongarrie.
They commented how the Shire of Menzies had a pretty countryside and how the community was friendly.

4
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil
5
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Nil
6
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDENT WITHOUT DISCUSSION

1. The President attended a GEDC including a RDC meeting at Esperance.
2. He spoke on a meeting he and the CEO had with DLGRD concerning the TjunTjunTjarra community
3. He and the CEO attended a meeting with Peter Twigg in relation to Tjuntjuntjarra.

COUNCIL DECISION






ITEM 6
Moved Cr Dwyer





Seconded Cr tucker
That the Presidents Report as presented be received.
Carried 4 / 0    

7
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
7.1
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 MARCH 2007
Cr Kelly – complained that objections that she lodged at the previous month’s (February) Minutes (which were moved, seconded and were unanimously carried) had not been minuted as objections by herself. 
The objection was in relation to Item 11.7 – Menzies Caravan Park, in that Council had discussed the rental costs applicable to a site caravan in Ms M Grainger’s application and that the rental clause should have been included in the Resolution.
Council dismissed the objection and agreed that the subject of rent had not been discussed.
Cr Kelly also expressed that she did not like the way that the Councillors reports and the CEO Supplementary Report was reduced as summarised point form.

President – explained that there were no motions being moved and no decisions being made and it was probably not needed that a verbatim be written on items of information only. However he said that the word “noted” could be added behind each of the CEO’s Supplementary Items so as Council were aware that the CEO had informed Council on a particular item, so as to satisfy the query.

	COUNCIL DECISION                                                                                 ITEM 7.1


Cr Kelly – lodged an objection in item 

12.1 – Councillor Reports

Cr Kelly, which read



Cr Kelly
-
Attended Lake Ballard visit



-
SIDE inspection at school



-
Attended National Reconciliation Forum in Kalgoorlie




-
Had a summons issued against her
Cr Kelly - As it was not any old Lake Ballard visit, it could mean a Lake Ballard visit with turkeys. It should have read


Attended a Lake Ballard visit escorting a channel nine TV team.
This item was amended.
MOVED Cr Tucker

  


SECONDED Cr Dwyer
That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Friday 16 March 2007 as previously circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record.









CARRIED 4 / 0
8
STATUS REPORT

8.1
STATUS REPORT TO 31 JANUARY 2007

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
ITEM 8.1

Moved Cr Kelly





Seconded Cr Kelly
That the Status Report to 31 March 2007 be received.
Carried 4 / 0

The CEO commented on various issues contained in the Status Report.

9.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
9.1

Financial Statements to 31 March 2007




SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday, 






13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



103a

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



4 April 2007

AUTHOR:



Brad Pepper, Deputy Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SENIOR OFFICER:


Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR 

OFFICER:

BACKGROUND:

The Financial Reports (AAS27) are presented monthly, generated by our off-site Accountants, Haines Norton and printed in our office.

COMMENT:

Included in these Financial Reports, (which are an equivalent of a quarterly financial report) is a rates report and a report on reserves funds

CONSULTATION:

Ms Mandy Wynne, Haines Norton.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:
    As per Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 Regulation 34 

34. Financial activity statement report - s. 6.4 

(1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as set out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month in the following detail - 

(a) annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or (c); 

(b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 

(c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which the statement relates; 

(d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c); and 

(e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates. 

(2) Each statement of financial activity is to be accompanied by documents containing - 

(a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which the statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets; 

(b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub regulation (1)(d); and 

(c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the local government. 

(3) The information in a statement of financial activity may be shown - 

(a) according to nature and type classification; 

(b) by program; or 

(c) by business unit. 

(4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents referred to in sub regulation (2), are to be - 

(a) presented to the council - 

(i) at the next ordinary meeting of the council following the end of the month to which the statement relates; or 

(ii) if the statement is not prepared in time to present it to the meeting referred to in subparagraph (i), to the next ordinary meeting of the council after that meeting; 

and 

(b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 

(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or value, calculated in accordance with AAS 5, to be used in statements of financial activity for reporting material variances. 

(6) In this regulation -

}committed assets~ means revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget for a specific purpose; 

}restricted assets~ has the same meaning as in AAS 27.

[Regulation 34 inserted in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1049-50.] 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:     None


FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:     Reporting on Financial Activity
VOTING REQUIREMENTS:
Simple Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
       
ITEM 9.1
Moved Cr Tucker





Seconded Cr Dwyer
That the Financial Statements to 31 March 2007 as presented, be adopted

Carried 4 / 0                         
9.2

Accounts for Payment – March 2007





SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday, 

13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



103

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
The Senior Officer has an interest to the extent that he is the co-owner of the local roadhouse, one of the creditors and the author is in receipt of a re-imbursement cheque.

DATE:



4 April 2007

AUTHOR:



Brad Pepper, Deputy Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SENIOR OFFICER:


Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF 

SENIOR OFFICER:

BACKGROUND:

Cheque numbers 4324 to 4379 and bank statement transfers totalling $193,181.55 are presented for payment as per the submitted lists.

COMMENT:

An Error was made on Cheque Number 4218 for an incorrect amount, which has been made void and can no longer be used. A copy is attached.

CONSULTATION:

Ms Mandy Wynne, Haines Norton

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations1996 Regulation 13

13. LIST OF ACCOUNTS 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing for each account paid since the last such list was prepared - 

(a) the payee's name; 

(b) the amount of the payment; 

(c) the date of the payment; and 

(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing - 

(a) for each account which requires council authorisation in that month - 

(i) the payee's name; 

(ii) the amount of the payment; and 

(iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; 

and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 

(3) A list prepared under sub regulation (1) or (2) is to be - 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of the council after the list is prepared; and 

(b) recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

[Regulation 13 inserted in Gazette 20 Jun 1997 p. 2838-9; amended in Gazette 31 Mar 2005 p. 1048.] 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    All signing of cheques were carried out as per Policy 3.8. 

(All amounts over $15,000 were counter signed by a Council Member).

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    Reduction to the Municipal Fund Balance 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:    Simple Majority required 


COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

ITEM 9.2
Moved Cr Tucker





Seconded Cr Dwyer
That cheques numbered 4324 to 4379 and direct bank payments totalling $193,181.55 which have been paid by the Chief Executive Officer under delegated authority, be adopted.
Carried 4 / 0

10.

WORKS REPORT
10.1

Works Supervisors Report

10.1.1

Roadworks and General Report






SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council, Friday






13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies Shire

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



405a

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



3 April 2007

AUTHOR:



Quenton Senior, Works Supervisor

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SENIOR OFFICER:


Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR

OFFICER:





COMMENT:

Garry Miller has finished grading the Yarri, Pinjin and Cranky Jack Roads. He is presently working on the Mt. Cecilia Road. He has also done the creek crossings between Kookynie and Porphry.

The Shire road crew has finished the Black Spot on the Menzies North West Road near the statues under the supervision of Ken Gilbert.

We have installed a larger pump at the dam for pumping water to the oval.

The depot was ram-raided on the 23rd March. Nothing was taken as they were disturbed. 

We have cleaned up around the cottages and house at Goongarrie. At present someone is staying in the main house there which is good for security.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    As per Sections 2.7 and 3.1 of the Local Government Act 1995 relating top General Functions provisions.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Simple Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
          ITEM 10.1.1

Moved Cr Kelly





Seconded Cr Dwyer
That the Works Supervisors report, as tabled, be received

Carried 4 / 0

11.
HEALTH / BUILDING / TOWN PLANNING / RANGERS REPORT

11.1
Principal Environmental Health Officer / Building Surveyor’s Report

11.1.1

Building Application – Lot 22 Shenton Street – Menzies Hotel

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


Keith Purchase – Manager Menzies Hotel

FILE REF:



H2

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



26 March 2007

AUTHOR:



Gary Goldsworthy, Principle Environmental Health






Officer / Building Surveyor

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SENIOR OFFICER:


Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR 

OFFICER:





SUMMARY:

A Building Application has been received from Keith Purchase Manager of the Menzies Hotel to erect a garden shed/carport on the rear boundary of Lot 22 Shenton Street Menzies, known as the Menzies Hotel.

BACKGROUND:

Under the Shire of Menzies Town Planning Scheme No.1 a building licence for a garden shed/carport on Lot 22 Shenton Street Menzies (Menzies Hotel) needs the approval by Council if the additions are to be located on a rear or side boundary of the property. Mr Purchase is proposing that the new garden shed/carport be located on the rear boundary of lot 22 therefore approval in accordance with Table II Development Table of the TP Scheme No.1 is required before a Building Licence can be issued.

COMMENT:

There is an application before Council to amalgamate lots 22, 23, 36, 37, 38 and 39, lot 23 is located on the left hand side of the hotel and lots 36-39 are located immediately behind lot 22 and if this amalgamation is approved then the proposed garden shed/ carport will not be on the new boundary it will be located in the middle of the new lot.

CONSULTATION:

Mr Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer – Shire of Menzies.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    As per Part 5 General Development Requirements Section 5.3 Site and Development Requirements of the Shire of Menzies Town Planning Scheme No.1

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Simple Majority required.

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION




ITEM 11.1.1

Moved Cr Dwyer





Seconded Cr Kelly
That Council support the proposed construction of a garden shed/carport on the rear boundary of Lot 22, Shenton Street Menzies known as the Menzies Hotel.

Carried 4 / 0

12.

Chief Executive Officer’s Report.

12.1

Lake Ballard Management Plan

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies Shire

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



151

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



26 March 2007

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SUMMARY:

This Item is to request Council to approve a Management Plan for Lake Ballard site.

BACKGROUND:

Prior to the granting of tenure of the Lake Ballard site to the Lake Ballard Association, the requirements of the Land Administration Act 1997 must be met.

One of those conditions is the adoption of a management plan for the area. The adoption of such a management plan will satisfy the requirements of Section 49 of the Land Administration Act 1997

A plan was presented and Adopted at the Ordinary Meeting of Council held Friday, 16 March 2007. However, a few days after that Meeting, a new revised plan was circulated by the Department of Land Administration with a number of changes.

The revised plan is attached as Appendix “A”.

COMMENT:

This revised plan has changes that have been brought about by the implications of the recent dismissal of the Wongatha Native Title Claim. The reference to several of the claimants has been removed as well as some inclusion of traditional Aboriginal pursuits.

The rest of the Management Plan remains the same.

CONSULTATION:

Ms Kate Morton / Ms Laurie Lehman-Bybyk – Department of Land Administration.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    As per Sections 2.7 and 3.1 of the Local Government Act 1995 relating to general Functions provisions.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Simple Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
ITEM 12.1

Moved Cr Dwyer





Seconded Cr Tucker
That Council Resolve to Adopt the revised Lake Ballard Management Plan, attached as Appendix “A”.

Carried 4 / 0
12.2

Staff Housing

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



116

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



29 March 2007

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SUMMARY:

This Item is to request Council to call tenders for the supply of staff housing.

BACKGROUND:

Council has been aware for some time of the shortage of staff housing. 

In the last budget, provision was made to provide single persons accommodation for the caravan park manager and one other staff member. Council staff now occupy all available accommodation.

COMMENT:

With the appointment of a Manager-Works and Services, we are looking at leasing a house from the Government Regional Officers Housing (GROH). This house will only be available for a period of one year, at which time we will need to have other options at our disposal.

The appointment of this additional senior staff member leaves us with a time frame of approximately twelve months in which to provide an alternative housing unit.

The allocation of funding for a new house can be made when the new financial budget is prepared for next year. At this point, there are sufficient funds available from the Staff Amenities and the Building Reserve Funds. 

However ,if Council waits until the Budget has been approved before calling tenders, it will delay the proceedings until mid July. This will put back the supply of the house a further three months, time which will be critical, judging by the housing industry at present. The construction and supply time frame currently is ten months from placement of order for housing.

If Council agrees to call tenders now, not only will that give an accurate indication of the amount of funds to budget for but will also give us a head start in the time frame to supply. No expenses will be incurred this financial year other than administrative and advertising costs.

CONSULTATION:

None

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    As per Section 2.7 and 3.1 of the Local Government Act 1995 relating to General Functions provisions.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    Will be provided for in the next financial budget.

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Absolute Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
ITEM 12.2

Moved Cr Kelly





Seconded Cr Dwyer
That Council Resolve to invite tenders for the supply and erection of staff housing and that the expenditure for the house to be allocated from the Staff Amenities and the Building Reserve Funds.

Carried 4 / 0

13.  
REPORTS

13.1
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cr Kelly
-

[image: image1.emf]
[image: image2.emf]
Cr Tucker
Made mention of 5 dogs that had been roaming around town and in the outlying bush – CEO advised that the Ranger had been contacted to visit Menzies again in the next few weeks/
Cr Dwyer
MYCG financial books had been completed and the AGM will be on 22 April 2007.


-
Advised of the ANZAC service in Leonora


Advised of the Morning Tea for Cancer at Robyn and John McCarthy’s place

-
Asked the timeline for the first 3km of the Kookynie-Malcolm in terms of construction – CEO advised that this section was waiting on a clearance from DEC
13.2
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

1. Our consultant, Mr Murray Brown had been in Menzies to prepare the Shire of Menzies Plan for the Future (Noted)
2. Letter from Cr Kelly – revisit later in meeting (Noted)
3. Letter from Cr Kelly – letter suggested that Council look at establishing a recycling point for aluminium cans within the Shire depot. Or alternatively, pay the local school kids to collect the cans from around town. Council were not supportive of the cash for cans idea, the CEO will investigate the matter further and present a report when completed (Noted)
4. UHYHN accounting agreement – CEO advised that the agreement would be modified to delete the rates agreement section from the document as staff now had this matter under control (Noted)
5. Budget input from Councillors for the next Meeting (Noted)
6. A circular would be sent out to all Kookynie residents to seek their views on establishing a rubbish collection service in Kookynie (Noted)
7. Traffic speeding through Menzies – CEO to write a letter to police (Noted)
8. Rex Smith – write-off interest of rates due to the debatable responsibility fro interest liability (Noted)
9. GEDC board meeting in Menzies on 28 September 2007 (Noted)
10. Electoral Boundaries – comments asked for (Noted)
11. Blocks of land for sale – conditions CEO to prepare an Agenda Item for the May Meeting (Noted)
14.
NEW BUSINESS OF A URGENT NATURE

COUNCIL DECISION





ITEM 15.1

Moved Cr Kelly





Seconded Cr Dwyer

That Council enter into New Business of an Urgent Nature.

Carried 4 / 0

14.1
ELECTED MEMBERS

Nil

14.2
CHIEF eXECUTIVE oFFICER
14.2.1

Proposal to Impose Differential Rates

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






13 April 2007

LOCATION:



Menzies Shire

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



302

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



29 March 2007

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SUMMARY:

This Item is to advise Council of the proposal to impose differential rates and the Statutory Requirements when considering such a proposal.

BACKGROUND:

There is provision in the Local Government Act 1995 for a Local Government to impose differential rates within it’s boundaries. In any consideration of this imposition, there are certain Statutory obligations that the Local Government must comply as per the following:

· Before any consideration of its Budget, the Local Government is required to give local public notice of it’s intention to impose differential rates,

· The Local Government must provide information of the amount of each rate or minimum payment,

· Electors or ratepayers are invited to make submissions in respect of the proposed rate or minimum payment. This submission period must be for a minimum of 21 days.

COMMENT:

Council has confined it’s general rates increases to approximately 3-4% per annum over the past four years, as can be seen from the table below.

	Area
	Valuation
	2003/04
	2004/05
	2005/06
	2006/2007

	Menzies Townsite
	GRV
	4.77c in $
	4.91c in $
	5.082c in $
	5.285c in $

	Mining Sector
	UV
	6.36c in $
	6.77c in $
	7.447c in $
	8.1917 c in $

	Kookynie T/site-Pastoral
	UV
	3.29c in $
	3.39c in $
	3.51c in $
	3.650c in $

	Minimums (All Cat)
	Minimum
	$130
	$135
	$140
	$145


The exception to this 4% per annum increase has been the raising of the minimum values which have only been increased by $5 over the past four years and the mining sector being raised by 10%. 

The below table is the proposed new rates for the Shire:

	Area
	Valuation
	2007/2008

	Menzies Townsite
	GRV
	5.6021c in $

	Mining Sector
	UV
	9.8300c in $

	Kookynie T/site-
	UV
	3.8690c in $

	Pastoral
	UV
	3.8690c in $

	Minimums (All Cat).
	Minimum
	$160


This proposal would see GRV, Pastoral and Kookynie Townsite rates increase by 6%, the mining sector rates increasing by 20% and the Minimums by 10%.

The UV Mining Sector rates are still well below the level of other Local Authorities as can be seen from the table below and it is important that in future years this rate is gradually brought up to a level that is sustainable to this Shire. An increase in the mining rates must be continued in the coming years to enable the rates to conform to some sort of equality with the market. 

MINING:

Local Government



UV

GRV

MINIMUM

Coolgardie




14.8580
8.0700

399

Cue





16.4800
7.2100

250

Dundas




7.1700

14.3881
225

East Pilbara




11.0237
9.0756

450

Laverton




9.3000

8.2000

195

Kal/Boulder




12.6320
6.5430

540

Meekatharra




9.4721

9.1099

130

Mt Magnet




20.7090
6.6910

281

Sandstone




17.7100
4.1100

214

Wiluna





10.3000
6.1800

200

Wyndham/East Kimberley


8.7238

9.3927

650

Yilgarn




9.0000

7.2000

295

Average Rates
 of above LG’s

12.2816
8.0142

319

Menzies (Proposed)



9.8300

5.6021

160

Percentage




80.03%
69.90%
50.16%

Percentage last year



65.20%
61.73%
45.52%

It will be noted that the increase is above what the CPI increase is, however, the CPI does not take into account the fact that local governments do not purchase similar items that the CPI is based on. WALGA has developed what is called the Local Government Cost Index (LGCI) that is more aligned to local government’s expenditure. This factor is currently running at a 6% increase to provide local government services and it is this figure that the base rate increase is established on. 

During their enquiry into the excision of Tjuntjuntjara, the Local Government Advisory Board pointed out the fact that the Shire of Menzies rates charges are approximately 11.7% below the state average. While bearing in mind that this is not a huge amount, it should also be acknowledged that Menzies is considered somewhat geographically remote when compared to 85% of the rest of the Shires in the state. If this element was factored in, the difference in rates would be quite dramatic.

An example of this is if we were to raise the Shire of Menzies GRV rates by 11.7%, they would still only be 5.9033 cents in $ or 73.66% of the average rate of the Shires in the above table.

While it could be debated that the Menzies Shire does not have to provide a great number of township services, we do have a huge road network that equalises that argument. 

While the mining rates have jumped considerably, the Shire is also responsible for over two thousand kilometres of roads being constantly upgraded and maintained that the mining sector use for their exploration activities. The cost to the Shire to carry out this service is well over $1,000,000 per year. 

In this environment today, it is not economical to expect the Shire to maintain funding these works without some return. The Shire cannot continue to pay for the materials, equipment and labour to provide this infrastructure and still remain sustainable.
Should this rates increase be supported this year, the following is an example of what could be received in the next Financial Year:

GRV




$9,878.30

UV




$684,660.98

GRV Minimum


$43,680.00

UV MINIMUM


$105,920.00





Total    $844,139.28

While this income is only a projection at this point, some adjustments will be made in the final rates run as a number of rateable properties will have to be removed from the rates book due to write off’s in May 2007.

CONSULTATION:

M Wynne – Haines Norton.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    

SECT 6.33 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995 -

Differential general rates 

6.33 . Differential general rates 
(1) A local government may impose differential general rates according to any, or a combination, of the following characteristics —  

(a) the purpose for which the land is zoned under a town planning scheme in force under the Town Planning and Development Act 1928 ; 
(b) the predominant purpose for which the land is held or used as determined by the local government; 
(c) whether or not the land is vacant land; or 
(d) any other characteristic or combination of characteristics prescribed. 

(2) Regulations may —  

(a) specify the characteristics under subsection (1) which a local government is to use; or 
(b) limit the characteristics under subsection (1) which a local government is permitted to use. 

(3) In imposing a differential general rate a local government is not to, without the approval of the Minister, impose a differential general rate which is more than twice the lowest differential general rate imposed by it. 

(4) If during a financial year, the characteristics of any land which form the basis for the imposition of a differential general rate have changed, the local government is not to, on account of that change, amend the assessment of rates payable on that land in respect of that financial year but this subsection does not apply in any case where section 6.40(1)(a) applies. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995 - SECT 6.36 

Local government to give notice of certain rates 

6.36 . Local government to give notice of certain rates 
(1) Before imposing any differential general rates or a minimum payment applying to a differential rate category under section 6.35(6)(c) a local government is to give local public notice of its intention to do so. 

(2) A local government is required to ensure that a notice referred to in subsection (1) is published in sufficient time to allow compliance with the requirements specified in this section and section 6.2(1). 

(3) A notice referred to in subsection (1) —  

(a) may be published within the period of 2 months preceding the commencement of the financial year to which the proposed rates are to apply on the basis of the local government’s estimate of the budget deficiency; 
(b) is to contain —  
(i) details of each rate or minimum payment the local government intends to impose; 
(ii) an invitation for submissions to be made by an elector or a ratepayer in respect of the proposed rate or minimum payment and any related matters within 21 days (or such longer period as is specified in the notice) of the notice; and 
(iii) any further information in relation to the matters specified in subparagraphs (i) and (ii) which may be prescribed; 
and 
(c) is to advise electors and ratepayers of the time and place where a document describing the objects of, and reasons for, each proposed rate and minimum payment may be inspected. 

(4) The local government is required to consider any submissions received before imposing the proposed rate or minimum payment with or without modification. 

(5) Where a local government —  

(a) in an emergency, proposes to impose a supplementary general rate or specified area rate under section 6.32(3)(a); or 
(b) proposes to modify the proposed rates or minimum payments after considering any submissions under subsection (4), 

it is not required to give local public notice of that proposed supplementary general rate, specified area rate, modified rate or minimum payment. 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    Financial Management standards in relation to the delivery of Council Services

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Single Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

ITEM 14.2.1

Moved Cr Dwyer





Seconded Cr Tucker
That Council Resolve to:

(i) Impose differential Rates in the 2007/2008 Financial Year as follows:

Menzies Townsite


GRV


5.6021c in $

Mining Sector



UV


9.8300c in $

Pastoral



UV


3.8690c in $

Kookynie Townsite


UV


3.8690c in $

Minimum (All categories)

Minimum

$160.00

(ii) Request the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development to approve an application for the imposition of differential general rates in accordance with Section 6.33 (3) of the Local Government Act 1995.

Carried 4 / 0

Revisited 2 items

13.2
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

-
CEO tabled a letter from REVISE asking for a donation to assist volunteer school teachers to visit remote pastoral stations and assist the parents of the children in delivering tutorial duties – CEO will forward a donation.
Cr Kelly - letter requested Council involvement in the setting up of a boarding hostel for outback high school girls in Menzies to enable the girls to complete their high school education in Menzies – Council would support the request in principal (Noted)

15.
CONFIDENTIAL BUSSINESS TO BE HEARD BEHIND CLOSED DOORS.
Nil
16.
NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Friday, 18 May 2007 at the Council Chambers, Menzies, Commencing at 9.00 am
17.
MEETING CLOSED

There being no further business to discuss, the President declared the meeting closed at 10.54pm
These Minutes were confirmed as a true







and accurate record of proceedings at the




Ordinary Meeting of Council, held Friday 18 May 2007

UNCONFIRMED


SHIRE PRESIDENT ……………………………
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