SHIRE OF MENZIES

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF MENZIES, HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MENZIES ON FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 2005 COMMENCING AT 1.07 PM

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS

The Shire President welcomed all elected members and declared the meeting open 

at 1.07 pm. He especially welcomed the visitors: Mr Bernie Miller, Regional Manager-Main Roads Western Australia, Kalgoorlie; Snr Const. Richard Buchanan and Snr Const. Greg McNamara from Menzies Police and Mr Greg Dwyer and Mr Kevin Pusey, residents from Kookynie.

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED

Present:

Cr S Tonkin


Shire President 

Cr A Kelly


Deputy Shire President

Cr K Purchase


Member

Cr J Dwyer


Member

Cr I Tucker


Member

Cr I McGregor


Member

Cr P Kennedy


Member


Staff:


Mr P Crawford

Chief Executive Officer

Mrs L McNamara 

Minutes

Apologies:

Nil


Visitors:

Mr B Miller


Main Roads Western Australia





Snr Con. R Buchanan

Menzies Police





Snr Con G McNamara
Menzies Police

Mr K Pusey


Kookynie Resident

Mr G Dwyer


Kookynie resident

Mr Peter Twigg

Tjuntjuntjara Community(from1.17 pm)

3. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  

Mr Bernie Miller, Regional manager – Main Roads Western Australia 

Mr Miller addressed Council and spoke on the relationship between MR WA and Local Authorities and how he would be working to improve that relationship. MR WA is always available to assist with technical advice on matters relating to roads, drainage, etc. 

He gave a run down on the TNC and various issues related to that contract. Also, information regarding the Lake Raeside crossing scheduled to go to tender next year.

Snr Const. Richard Buchanan – Menzies Police

Snr Const. Buchanan provided an overview of the Operational Performance for the year and advised that the Menzies Police had been recognized for their achievements in the field. 

He provided information on the various committees that the Police were involved in and that the juvenile crime rate was down because of the interaction with the youth.

Further details of domestic violence and proposed activities during the holiday periods.

Mr Kevin Pusey – Kookynie resident

Mr Pusey tabled a letter he had received from the Department of Local Government and Regional Development on procedural matters.

Question:
Does Council intend to appoint a Councilor to inspect the Accounts for Payment at each Meeting.

Answer:
The President advised that Council would consider the suggestion when the CEO prepared an Agenda Item for the next Meeting.

Mr Peter Twigg – Tjuntjuntjara Community Coordinator

Mr Twigg forwarded apologies on behalf of his Community Members who were unable to attend the Meeting. He spoke of various matters relating to the Community and the need for Council assistance and guidance in certain areas. He advised that the Community had enjoyed the contact with the Shire of Menzies to date and that the Community was confident that with good intentions on both sides, the relationship between Menzies and the Tjuntjuntjara Community would be assured for the future.

The President thanked the speakers and invited them to stay for the remainder of the Meeting.

4. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


Nil
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY SHIRE PRESIDENT WITHOUT DISCUSSION

The President advised the Meeting that himself and the CEO had attended a workshop in Kalgoorlie on the Structural Reform for Local Government and that all in attendance were of a similar mind in their views.

He also gave an overview of the first meeting of the Lake Ballard Advisory group and the progress to date regarding the formation of the Lake Ballard Management Board.

A meeting with the Department of Planning and Infrastructure had also been very beneficial in regards to the acquisition of blocks in the Menzies and Goongarrie town sites.

On Wednesdaqy, 14 December, he, Cr Purchase and the CEO had met with the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development, the Hon. John Bowler, the Director General of the Department of Local Government and Regional Development, Ms Cheryl Gwilliam and their staff in Menzies. The opportunity was taken to have informal discussions regarding:

The formation of the Lake Ballard Management Board

The issues and legalities surrounding the relationship with the Tjuntjuntjara Community

The future of Menzies and how we might progress.

MOVER Cr J Dwyer




SECONDED Cr I McGregor

That the President’s report be received

CARRIED 7/0

6.    CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

	COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION                     ITEM 6.1


MOVED Cr I McGregor





SECONDED Cr A Kelly

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Friday 18 November 2005 as previously circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record.











CARRIED 7/0

7.    STATUS REPORT
	COUNCIL DECISION                                                                                     ITEM 7.1


MOVED Cr I McGregor





SECONDED Cr I Tucker

That the Status Report as at 30 November 2005, be received.

CARRIED 7/0

8. FINANCIAL REPORTS

8.1

Financial Statements to 30 November 2005




SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday, 






16 December 2005

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



103a

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



2 December 2005

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


BACKGROUND:

The Financial Reports (AAS27) are presented monthly, generated by our off-site Accountants, Haines Norton and printed in our office.

COMMENT:

Included in these Financial Reports, (which are an equivalent of a quarterly financial report) is a rates report and a report on reserves funds

CONSULTATION:

Ms Mandy Wynne, Haines Norton.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:
    As per Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 Regulation 34 (i) (e) 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:     None


FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:     Reporting on Financial Activity
VOTING REQUIREMENTS:
Simple Majority required

COUNCILLOR DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

ITEM 8.1

That the Financial Statements to 30 November 2005 as presented, be adopted

MOVED Cr I McGregor





SECONDED Cr K Purchase












CARRIED 7/0














8.2

Accounts for Payment






SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday, 

16 December 2005

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



103

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
The author has an interest to the extent that he is a co-owner of a the local roadhouse, one of the creditors

DATE:



2 December 2005

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


BACKGROUND:

Cheque numbers 3301 to 3369 and bank statement transfers totalling $553,965.70 are presented for payment as per the submitted lists.

COMMENT:

None required.

CONSULTATION:

Ms Mandy Wynne, Haines Norton

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations1996 Regulation 13(2)

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    All signing of cheques were carried out as per Policy 3.8. 

(All amounts over $15,000 were counter signed by a Council Member).

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    Reduction to the Municipal Fund Balance 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:    Simple Majority required 


COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION


ITEM 8.2

That cheques numbered 3301 to 3369 and direct bank payments totalling $553,965.70which have been paid by the Chief Executive Officer under delegated authority, be adopted.

MOVED Cr I McGregor





SECONDED Cr J Dwyer

CARRIED /0

Cr Tucker queried the absence of vouchers from the previous months Accounts for Payments.

CEO to investigate and provide a report to the next Meeting.

9.1                   Works Supervisors Report

9.1.1 Roadworks and General Report                                                       

9.1.1                Roadworks and General Report                                                       
 

SUBMISSION TO:                           Ordinary Meeting of Council, Friday

                                                            16th December 2005

LOCATION:                                      Menzies Shire

APPLICANT:            
             N/A

FILE REF:                                         405a

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:      None

DATE:                                                August 2005

AUTHOR:                                          Brad Pepper, Works Supervisor

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:           

SENIOR OFFICER:                         Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR

OFFICER:                                          

 

Works Crew

 

Selected areas of gravel re-sheeting have being carried out on the Menzies Northwest Road to further improve the road conditions out to the Lake Ballard turnoff.

 

The crew will commence their Christmas break on 23rd of December 2005 and return to work on 30th January 2006.

 

Council have received verbal acceptances for Vegetation Clearing and Aboriginal Heritage surveys and at the time of print are awaiting written documentation to verify this.

 

Cranky Jack Road

 

There have been some complaints about the new section of Cranky Jack road being slippery when wet, this will be rectified by Resheeting in the new year, but as a temporary repair 50mm of onsite sandy material will be pulled onto the road surface and signage erected.

 

Isuzu Giga

 

The Isuzu will be going to Perth for hoist replacement and modification on both the tipper and trailer. The setup will be change from a height cut-out system to a fully extended ram system. 

 

It has been difficult to use and presents a safety problem with a suspected bent ram due to over tipping by a failure of the current mechanism.

 

  
Decorative Lighting

 
Some Christmas lighting will be erected in town this year. There will be some fairy lights on the office and the Hotel has kindly donated the big Gum tree at the front of the beer garden which over hangs the road, will be lit by party type lights. The Hotel will be reimbursed for the power usage.

 

Hopefully this will make the town look bright for Christmas. This is the first time that Council has erected lights at that I know of, and is a bit of a rush job, I hope to plan and budget for centre of street lighting for next year. 

 

Garry Miller

 

Garry has progressed well on the eastern side of the shire and will almost have completed the entire road network by the end of December.

 

 

 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    As per Sections 2.7 and 3.1 of the Local Government Act 1995 relating top General Functions provisions.

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:          Simple Majority required
 

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION


ITEM 9.1.1

MOVED Cr J Dwyer 





SECONDED Cr P Kennedy

That the Works Supervisors report, as presented, be received
CARRIED 7/0

10.2.1

Ranger’s Report

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






16 December 2005

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



125

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



October 2005

AUTHOR:



Patrick Kelly, Shire Ranger

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SENIOR OFFICER:


Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer
SIGNATURE OF SENIOR

OFFICER:





SUMMARY:

This Item is to advise Council of the Ranger’s activities during the past month of November 2005

COMMENT:

RANGER’S REPORT

NOVEMBER 2005

Dear Peter

Here contains a report on my activities and contribution to the shire for the month of November.

On Friday the 18th I travelled to Menzies in order to partake in the official opening of our new Fire Station shed and tender and the morning tea afterwards.

It was a great pleasure to hear that you had been successful as the new Chief Executive Officer for the Shire. I hope it’s a long-term stay for you and that we can continue to work together for the Shire.  

As I was travelling on to Kalgoorlie that Friday, I only spent a short time in town and have nothing to report as such.

I must add though, on my return I visited Lake Ballard with my lady friend who was just ‘blown away’ by what she saw.  So much, as to extend our stay there till long after dark. We even had to come back into town to recharge Linda’s camera battery. A big thanks must go to Jamie and Sam for their kindness and hospitality.

While at the lake we met up with four couples that had travelled up from Perth, just to see the statues and they were just as impressed as was Linda. I just bet Keith made a killing at the Pub that night as they had pre-booked for a meal before returning to Kalgoorlie that night. We all enjoyed ‘chilled wine and cheese’ as the sun set. It’s great that people are making such trips to our Shire, may there be many more.

May I also take this opportunity to wish everyone at the Shire a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. I am proud to work for the Shire of Menzies and hope to continue my involvement, for a long time yet.   

Patrick Kelly

Ranger    

CONSULTATION:

None

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    As per Sections 2.7 and 3.1 of the Local Government Act 1995 relating to general functions provisions.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Simple Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION


ITEM 10.2.1

OVER Cr A Kelly




SECONDED Cr I McGregor

That the Rangers Report, as presented, be received.

CARRIED 7.0

11.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

11.1

2004/2005 Annual Report

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






16 December 2005

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



113

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



October 2005

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SUMMARY:

This Item is to present to Council, the 2004/2005 Annual Report as prescribed under the Local Government Act 1995

BACKGROUND:

The 2004/2005 Annual Audit of the Shire of Menzies’ Financial Records has been completed and forwarded to the Shire President and the Chief Executive Officer, as per Section 7.9 of the Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 10 of the Local Government Audit Regulations 1996.

The Auditor’s Report was accepted by the Audit Committee on Friday, 21 October 2005 and Adopted by Council on the same day.

In keeping with the requirements of the Act, the Annual Report is now presented to Council for Adoption (See attached Appendix “A”).

COMMENT:

It should be noted that both the President’s and the Chief Executive Officer’s Reports were compiled by persons who were not in those respective positions for the previous year. As such, there may be some issues that they are unable to answer question on and are relying on records to produce these reports.

The Auditors Report is also contained within the Annual Report and does not raise any concerns regarding the financial position of the Shire of Menzies.

The Adoption of this Annual Report by Council almost completes the Statutory requirements under Section 7.9 of the Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 10 of the Local Government Audit Regulations 1996, with the Report to be presented to a meeting of electors immediately following this Meeting.  The remaining obligation will be to forward a copy to the Department of Local Government and Regional Development for their inspection.

CONSULTATION:

Mr A Nottle, previous CEO.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    Section 5.53 of the Local Government Act 1995 states:

5.53.
Annual reports


(1)
The local government is to prepare an annual report for each financial year.


(2)
The annual report is to contain — 


(a)
a report from the mayor or president;


(b)
a report from the CEO;


[(c), (d)
deleted]

(e) an overview of the plan for the future of the district made in accordance with section 

5.56, including major initiatives that are proposed to commence or to continue in the next financial year; 


(f)
the financial report for the financial year;


(g)
such information as may be prescribed in relation to the payments made to employees;


(h)
the auditor’s report for the financial year; 


(ha)
a matter on which a report must be made under section 29(2) of the Disability Services Act 1993; and


(i)
such other information as may be prescribed.


[Section 5.53 amended by No. 44 of 1999 s. 28(3); No. 49 of 2004 s. 42(4) and (5).]

Table of Provisions

5.54.
Acceptance of annual reports


(1)
Subject to subsection (2), the annual report for a financial year is to be accepted* by the local government no later than 31 December after that financial year.


* Absolute majority required.


(2)
If the auditor’s report is not available in time for the annual report for a financial year to be accepted by 31 December after that financial year, the annual report is to be accepted by the local government no later than 2 months after the auditor’s report becomes available.


[Section 5.54 amended by No. 49 of 2004 s. 49.]

Table of Provisions

5.55.
Notice of annual reports 



The CEO is to give local public notice of the availability of the annual report as soon as practicable after the report has been accepted by the local government.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:     Simple Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION


ITEM 11.1

MOVED Cr A Kelly






SECONDED Cr I McGregor

That the 2004/2005 Annual Report, as presented, be Adopted

CARRIED 7/0

11.2

Menzies Old Power Station Site

SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






16 December 2005

LOCATION:



Menzies

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:





DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



5 December 2005

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SUMMARY:

This item is to advise Council of the need to consider the future uses available of the current Western Power site in Shenton Street, Menzies.

BACKGROUND:

On  Wednesday 30th November 2005, the CEO met with a contingement of representatives form Western Power. The Community Relation Manager for this region, Mr Phil Keddie and four of his associates provided an outlook of the new power station, it’s commissioning date and follow on strategies for the future.

COMMENT:

Mr Keddie advised that the commissioning date for the new power station is scheduled for 

2 February 2006 with a 60 day running in period during which the old station will remain on standby. At the completion of that 60 days, the old station will be decommissioned.

Some discussion ensured regarding the future of the old site during which they were advised that Council may wish to have access to the site for the purpose of establishing a museum.

The reception was very positive and Western Power informed that they would consider any suggestions that Council may have on the matter.

The only requirement would be that the request would have to be put in writing.

CONSULTATION:

None

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    None applicable

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    None applicable

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    Any expenditure would be provided for in the 2006/2-007 Financial Budget.

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Simple Majority required

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION




ITEM 11.2

That Council Resolve to request that Western Power pass the old Menzies Power Station site over to the Shire of Menzies after the decommissioning of the station.

COUNCIL DECISION






ITEM 11.2

MOVED Cr J Dwyer





SECONDED Cr I Tucker

That Council Resolve to request that Western Power pass the old Menzies Power Station site over to the Shire of Menzies after the decommissioning of the station, subject to the site having an environmental clearance by the DEP.

CARRIED 7/0

Reason for the change was that Council wanted to be sure that when the site was handed over, it was free from contamination.

11.3

Christmas Office Closure








SUBMISSION TO:


Ordinary Meeting of Council Friday,






16 December 2005

LOCATION:



Menzies 

APPLICANT:


N/A

FILE REF:



104

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:
None

DATE:



2 December 2005

AUTHOR:



Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:


SUMMARY:

This Item is to request Council Authorisation for the annual closure of the Menzies Office. 

BACKGROUND:

Over the previous years, the Menzies office has been closed for approximately two weeks over the Christmas period.

This is to allow staff time to travel away for relaxation and family reasons.

COMMENT:

The works crew will be on annual leave form Friday 23 December 2005 until Monday, 23 January 2006, in line with standard past procedures.

It is proposed that the Menzies Shire Office close at 5.00 pm on Friday, 23 December 2005 and reopen at 8.30 am on Tuesday, 3 January 2006. This will ensure that the office will only be closed for a totals of three business days in that time frame.

CONSULTATION:

N/A

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:    None

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:    No Policy is currently applicable to this matter.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:    None

VOTING REQUIREMENTS:   
Simple Majority required

COUNCIL DECISION / OFFICER RECOMMENDATION


ITEM 11.3

MOVED Cr A Kelly





SECONDED CR I McGregor

That Council Resolve to close the Shire of Menzies office for the Christmas break, at 5.00 pm on Friday,23 December 2005 and reopen at 8.30 am on Tuesday, 3 January 2006

CARRIED 7/0

12.
REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS

Cr Kelly

A sign to the south of Menzies had fallen down.

There was a dip at approximately Slk 160 on the Menzies-Sandstone Rd that did not have any warning signs.

Cr Purchase

The Christmas lights look good

Cr J Dwyer

Had not had a chance to check on the trail marker at Niagara but would do so shortly

Discussions had taken place regarding the fencing materials for the Niagara cemetery

Cr McGregor

Future Christmas festivities should be arranged in order that the works crew were in town for the occasion

A new dogger would be starting soon

Can Council have traffic counts for the roads prior to the inspections taking place in order to assess the order of importance

Tabled a decision making procedure for future major items and works

13.      CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

An Agenda will be presented at the February 2006 Meeting regarding attendance at Local Government Week

The matter of the blocks of land for which rates were written off will provide Council with a number of options for the truck parking bay, public toilet and the extensions to the caravan park 

Would instruct the Caravan Park caretakers that the Lady Shenton should not be used for accommodation in competition to the Menzies Hotel

Correspondence from Monarch Resources Limited that they have a caretaker in place at the old Davyhurst Minesite

That Council raise will raise rates for the existing year on several tenements that have only just come to light.

14       NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE

14.1    MEMBERS

Nil

14.2    OFFICERS

Nil

15. 
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS TO BE HELD BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

MOVED C I McGregor





SECONDED Cr J Dwyer

That Council hear Confidential Business behind closed doors.

CARRIED 7/0

The purpose of the Business was for the President to advise Council on procedural matters and the need to be ever vigilant of the role of a Councillor

MOVED Cr P Kennedy 





SECONDED Cr K Purchase

That Council come out from behind closed doors (No Resolution was made by Council)

CARRIED 7/0

16.
NEXT MEETING

The next Ordinary Council Meeting is scheduled for Friday 17 February 2006 at the Council Chambers, Menzies, commencing at 9.00 am

17.
CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Shire President declared the Meeting closed at 

3.05 pm

These Minutes were confirmed as a true

 and accurate record of proceedings, at the

Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 February 2006

CONFIRMED



SHIRE PRESIDENT…………………………………











